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WE'RE SORRY, MR. LAWS
Despite repeated demands on our part the Editor-in-Chief persists
in using fillers at the end of our space when we fail to fill it to the
brim. Thus in DICTA for November, 11 DICTA 22, at the point
where our devastating humor ran out, we find this:
"Arthur H. Laws has been appointed as an additional member of
the Grievance Committee of the Denver Bar Association."
We assure Mr. Laws that Dictaphun finds nothing funny in his
choice to serve on that committee. The Editor-in-Chief may, but not
us. The last thing on earth we want to do is offend the Grievance
Committee or any of its members.
WARNING
We also again notify the Editor-in-Chief that any allegedly
humorous material that reaches his office is to be forwarded to us. The
former Editor-in-Chief, now Adviser, used to do that but the present
incumbrance does not. For example, as the final filler in our last
month's column of unalloyed mirth, the Editor-in-Chief inserted some
feeble material he had garnered some place.
For the last time, we announce that we have the exclusive right to
publish feeble material in this magazine.
THERE WERE GIANTS IN THOSE DAYS
In a recent issue of the esteemed Rocky Mountain Herald, edited
by that good man and citizen, Will C. Ferril, was a story about old
General Sam Brown. The Herald is the most interesting paper in Den-
ver and we wish Mr. Ferril would devote more of his time to writing
about the giants there were in those days. Anyway, the story about
the general:
"The Columbus Day observance reminds us of a story. Sam
Brown, prominent pioneer lawyer, was appointed attorney general of
Colorado territory by President Lincoln. General Brown was full of
reminiscences, and always told a good story. One dull night in journal-
ism the city editor of the old Denver Republican handed a reporter the
following assignment:
" 'Interview General Sam Brown on his personal recollections of
the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus'."
DICTA SHOULD HAVE A MASTHEAD
Among other features of our distinguished contemporary, The
Rocky Mountain Herald, is the statement it carries at its masthead and
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first printed in its No. I issue, published May 1, 1860, by Thomas
Gibson. It reads:
"A newspaper, devoted to the interest of the miner, the merchant
and the people generally, untrammeled by sinister influence from any
quarter-the advocate of the right and denouncer of the wrong--an
independent vehicle for the free expression of opinions of all candid,
honest and intelligent minds-a medium for free discussion; moral,
religious, social and scientific."
Wota slogan! DICTA should have one, and this department is to
the fore as usual. For the best slogan submitted we offer one 1927
edition Rhyming Dictionary, which we still have on hand from our
Supreme Court Dissenting Opinion Handicap. Our pioneer readers
will recall that contest and that no award was made because the winner
was discovered to be a professional dissenter.
GOOD OLD JUDGE RUCKER
Action on contract: Andy McFarland vs. Dr. B. J. Perry;
counterclaim for medical services, quantum meruit; before T. A. Rucker,
District Judge, and a jury.
The Court: I believe I know something about this case. I think
I will testify as a witness.
Judge Rucker, having been duly sworn, testified that he knew all
about the malady of Andy McFarland, in the treatment of which Perry
claimed he had rendered professional services as a physician, and that
he, the witness, the said Judge Rucker, himself had prescribed the
remedy which had restored the plaintiff to health.
Cross-examination by Joe Dean, attorney for Dr. Perry:
Dean: I would like to know whether I am now talking to Rucker,
the witness, or Rucker, the judge?
Rucker: What's that got to do with it?
Dean: I might want to say some things to Rucker, the witness,
that I wouldn't like to say to Rucker, the judge.
Rucker: You better be damned careful what you say, anyway.
Verdict for plaintiff and judgment thereon promptly entered.
WHAT JUDGE DENISON FOUND
The defendant is required to repay the money he got by deceit,
less his reasonable expenses in getting it
Reyer v. Blaisdell, 26 C. A. 387, 411-12.
